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New player in
RE/MAX case:
drug dealer

turned gadily

By Ricrard Kindleberger

SLOBE STAFF

The case of RE/MAX and the Back Bay
real estate franchise it sold to the wife of an”
alleged ‘money launderer has been strange |1
from the start. Yesterday it got stranger still.

On Monday, RE/MAX of New England ||
sued Darlene Carucci, owner of RE/MAX I
Group in the Back Bay, in an attempt to re- :
scind the franchise it sold her in September.

Back in court yesterday, RE/MAX took
aim at W. David Lindholm of Hull, alleging
that his picketing of local RE/MAX fran-
chises had disrupted their business and
threatened ‘to cause “immediate and devas-
tating irreparable harm to RE/MAX, its good
name and reputation and its franchises.”

Lindholm’s signs and leaflets have ac-
cused RE/MAX of condoning organized
crime because of the controversy over its
Back Bay franchise, even though the other
160 franchises i New England are separate-
ly owned and operated and unrelated to RE/
MAX Group, according to the complaint.

- Although Lindholm’s business cards iden-
tify him as a “corsumer advocate,” he is bet-
ter known in the US attorney’s office as a
government witness and convicted marijuana
dealer. His role in directing one of the big- |
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‘Drug dealer turned %:Ew enters fray in RE/MAX case
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est marijuana smuggling rings of

- the 1980s led to an eight-year feder-
;& prison sentence. He was released
*. after serving three years.
! '+ Lindholm and others picketed
 RI/MAX franchises on at least six
-dates during June and July, accord-
, &m to the 832&3 which listed the
"-targets as offices in Concord. Sud-
UE..% Westwood, Lexington, West-
.coao:mF Framingham, and An-
*, dover.
‘While Lindholm’s fellow picket-

ers,are identified in the complaint as

his “agents,” sources cited reports
%8, had been hired by h:&rog at

e Pine Street Inn, a Boston home-
_mmm shelter.

In an incident detailed in the
complaint, Lindholm is alleged to
have picketed an open house held
last weekend at a new housing devel-
upment in Sudbury, where RE/MAX
Countryside in Sudbury was exclu-
sive sales agent.

“While at the development, Lind-
holm verbally accosted RE/MAX’s
sales agent and repeatedly attempt-
ed to prevent prospective purchasers
from entering the open house,” the
complaint said. “In fact, Lindhnlm’s

behavior. was., 80 disruptive that the
Sudbury Police' Department had to
be called tothe 'scenei” The com-
plaint added that the developer of
the Sudbury properties has said he
will drop RE/MAX as saleg agent if
the picketing' co:ezcmm. 3

Lindholm," éro is said to be act-
ing us his own attorney, ¢ould not be
reached for comment. According to
sources, he has said he resents that
Michael Carucci, Darlene’s husband,
is allowed to operate as a real estate
broker when Lindholm is not.

Like Lingholm, Carucci is a con-
victed drug trafficker, having served
10 months in the mid-1980s on co-
caine charges. The state Board of
Real Estate Brokers and Salesmen
gave him two years’ probation in
1995 for having concealed his convie-
tion on his application, but he was

allowed to keep his license.

Not everyone accepts that expla-
nation. Lindholm, who was said by
the government to have smuggled
45,000 pounds of SmEcm:» into
memmarﬁmﬁnmﬁs the 1980s, now,
makes $10 an hotipas & vvwmm Bint-

ro

-er. A gource questioned hof

alford to pay picketers ung x:mmomaﬁ
ed he might be bankrolled by Back
Bay rivals of RE/MAX Group.

Michael Carucei was charged in
March with conspiring with codefen-
dant Stephen “The Rifleman”
Flemmi to launder underworld mon-
ey by investing it in Back Bay real
estate. Carucel pleaded innocent and
i¢ {ree on bond.

Flemmi is in jail awaiting trial in
a separate racketeering case. One of
his accusers, slated to testify for the
government, is Lindholm.




